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Tips on re-uniting lost pets
Prevention Tips:
     When walking your dog, be sure to keep the leash looped around your wrist to prevent escape.

     Check your fence regularly to make sure it’s escape proof.

     Make sure your pet knows basic commands and practice them often. For example – if he/she starts to dart out an open door – say SIT. 

     Always make sure your pet’s collar fits snuggly without being too tight – this will prevent the leash and collar from slipping off during a walk.

     Have two sets of collars and tags – so if you take one off to wash it – you can put the other one on immediately. Be sure to use a cell number when you can. 

     Don’t leave pets in unattended cars – they easily become overheated – and well-meaning people may not know how quick you planned to return and take the animal thinking they are helping it.

     Have your pet spayed or neutered – this will help discourage them from wanting to stray.

     Check the information on your animal’s tags and make sure it’s still easy to read. Be sure to update the vet, the microchip registry, and your tags if you move or change your number.

     Never leave an animal on a chain or tether – not only is it illegal in many places – it is not a safe way to contain an animal and may lead to the animal being stolen or lost.

     Be sure to have up to date photos of your pet in case you need to identify him/her.
 

If you have lost a pet:
     Check with neighbors immediately.

     Come see us ASAP and often – we will also give you a list of other area shelters to check – our pets travel far and fast when they are frightened.

     Don’t assume your animal still has on its tags but just in case call the vet, Microchip Company, or whoever is on the tags and alert them that your friend is missing.

     Run an ad in the Star Telegram.

     Consider magnetic signs for your care – particularly powerful if you have a large photo.

     Post and check these sites:

· o       Petfinder.com

· o       Pets911.com

· o       Lostandfound.com

· o       DFWPETNET.org

     Post signs or posters all through the area and in places such as:

· o       Vet clinics

· o       Schools

· o       Laundry mats

· o       Groomers

· o       Dog parks

· o       Be sure to check with property owners and verify posting legalities with the city.

 

Caution – beware of k9 and kitty kidnapers – they do exist. If someone calls and has your pet – do not have them bring the animal to you – if you do – they may feel you paid once to get him/her back and you will pay again….

 

Do NOT give up! Pets can sometimes be re-united days, weeks, months, and sometimes even years. If you find your pet please be sure to go back and let everyone know. This will stop you from getting inquiries and will allow shelter staff to work off of current information.
 

If you have found a pet:
 

           If it is safe to do so – please contain the animal but be sure to keep the stray away from your own animals.

           Follow all the same suggestions as given above for those who have lost a pet.
           If you do not locate and are interested in keeping the animal please contact us for some suggestions on how we can help. 817-332-4768 *108 and then ask for the supervisor.

           If you do not locate the owner and are not in a position to keep this animal – please refer back to our web page under animal surrender. Thank you for helping the animals. 

